
“YouTube videos. 
I’ve been watching 
so many of them 
lately, namely of 
people on the 
streets in Thailand.  
I like to look at 
what people are 
wearing in other 
countries, and the 
internet makes it 
so easy to get 
inspired. I 
especially like 
edgy styles, like 
my skull shirt!”
Tajai PonTiP, 25,
Fashion 
student, From 
thailand

cosmo readers from 
around The world share 
whaT TheY’re ThInkIng 
abouT rIghT now. your

What’son
mind?

“branding 
yourself—it’s so 
important these 
days. I just came 
back from a euro 
trip, and I want to 

incorporate the 
culture I saw into 
my designs. That 

way, my work 
represents what I 

love and who I am.”
jana freeman, 26, 

jewelry 
designer, From 

houston, tex.

“I’m in the middle of moving apartments.
such a pain. Yesterday, I rode this very bike 
wearing gigantic heels while carrying a 
vacuum cleaner in the basket. crazy, right?  
I swear, I’m half-child, half-lunatic.”
anna shimonis, 34, creative brand 
consultant, From honolulu, hawaii

“My job is one big cultural melting pot—I’m one of two Americans in my office. We’ve got people from Romania, Poland, Hong Kong, Haiti.…It’s made me realize how people live life and communicate so differently. But I’ve learned that everyone understands positivity, so I try extra hard to be upbeat.” anna hodgson, 22, mulTimedia designer,  from boulder, Colo.

“I’m burning myself out 
right now, working  

67 hours a week while 
I’m trying to find my 

dream job. It’s made me 
realize how important 
our bodies are—they 
enable us to push on 

through—so I want to 
try to be healthier.”

Paulina olivares, 21,
restaurant hostess,  
From santiago, chile

“I’m a musician, 
but right now I’m 
walking dogs on 
the side to make 
extra cash 
because I’m 
trying to go to 
music school 
next year. This is 
Bodie—she’s 
not mine! In fact, 
I’m late to walk 
another pup 
right now.”
janel Blessing, 
24, musician, 
from 
sarasota, fLa.



“I just moved here 
from Turkey, where I 

was on a fulbright 
scholarship for 

teaching. It was 
amazing, but now 

I’m broke since I 
don’t have a real job 

yet. It’s hard to catch 
up with my friends 
because it always 
involves money—

happy hour, brunch,  
movies.…why are 

social lives so 
expensive?”

Tas anjarwalla, 
24, Fulbright 

scholar, From 
greenville, s.c.

By Annie Daly

“Adele is my idol. She’s real, normal, 

and confident with her body  

size because it’s who she is. I want 

to have a drink with her so badly!  

It would be beer, not some  
girlie cocktail.” 

emilY Curran, 23, sales assoCiaTe aT ToPshoP, 

from london, england 
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“my students are constantly on my brain. 
by the time they reach me in ninth grade, 

they’re often already way behind. we really 
need to fix the schooling system so 
everyone is on point at grade level.” 

Yaka YamaguChi, 26, inner-city high 
school special-education teacher, 

From darien, conn.

“climate 
change—I’m so 

passionate about 
it. our country 

needs to realize 
that it’s real, it’s 

happening. I go to 
tons of  

environmental 
events and 
protests!”

maria hrisTova, 
27, deFense 

attorney, From 
stara zagora, 

bulgaria 

“I’m in the middle 
of launching a food 
magazine, and I’m 
so excited about it. 
I was working at a 
big publication, but 
I realized that I had 
lots of my own 
ideas and was tired 
of working for 
someone else. so I 
thought, If I don’t 
break off now, 
when? It’s risky, 
but I’m thrilled.”
Claudia wu, 36,
magazine 
publisher, From  
briar cliFF 
manor, n.y.

“Tomorrow I’m running a 13-mile 
race. But even though I’m into 
fitness and nutrition, I’m not a 

health nut 24/7. My life motto is 
‘Everything in moderation...

including moderation!’”
Stacey grant, 36, 

nutritionist, from 
lakeland, fla.m
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