
“Hurricane Sandy practically 

destroyed my hometown in New 

Jersey, and I’m so happy that my 

family and friends were safe. It’s 

really made me forget about the 

materialistic things and just 

appreciate my community.” 

gina chianese, 29, account  

executive at bloomingdale’s,  

from toms river, n.j.

“This is my first 
semester as a 
graduate student, 
and I spend a lot of 
time studying. I 
realized I need to 
do creative things 
as well so I don’t go 
crazy from all the 
schoolwork. My 
fix: I go to a 
museum, then a 
new restaurant. It 
helps me feel more 
balanced.”
rui wang, 23,
international 
education 
graduate 
student, from 
kunming, china

“I’m excited to see how 
President Obama works 
on improving our health-

care situation.  Four years 
was not enough for him to 

fix a broken system, so 
I’m happy he’s still here 

to finish what he started. 
He’s going to lead us to a 
good place; I can feel it!”

shayla stewart, 35,
assistant manager  

at hbo, from  
long island, n.Y.
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What’son
mind?

By Annie Daly

“My parents are 
Israeli, and I go to 
Israel for a month 
every summer. I 
wanted to move there 
to join the army—I felt 
it was my civic 
obligation—but my 
parents were scared. 
so I stayed in the u.s., 
and now I’m finishing 
college and spending 
time with my boy-
friend. at least I tried  
to go!”
jessica samouhi, 19,
communications 
student, from long 
island, n.Y. 

“we need to figure 
out how to resolve 
the financial crisis. 
I’ve been reading 
about the fiscal 
cliff, and I think the 
two parties need to 
work together 
more. we can’t be 
so politically 
divided.”
paige 
brotherton, 34,
investment 
manager, from 
seattle, wash.

“I was a professional 
dancer in russia—I 

did folk, go-go, and a 
bit of hip-hop—but I 

came to new york 
city to take classes 

to improve my 
english. while I’m 
here, I go to lots of 

live performances. 
rap shows are my 

favorite! They’re 
crazy and fun.”

kristina  
mokeeva, 20,

english student, 
from moscow, 

russia
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What’s on Your Mind

“My friend works for amnesty 
International in London, and she 
has opened my eyes to women’s-
rights issues. because of her, I’m 
now a big believer in teaching 
underprivileged women how to use 
technology. They need those skills 
so they can make it in the work-
place today.”
aisling o’toole, 28,  
marketing coordinator, from 
vancouver, canada

“I find the idea of curating beauty trends so fun and enlightening. Every day, I search for cool, cutting-edge images of fashion, art, and culture, then post them on Tumblr, Instagram, and Pinterest. I love sharing beautiful images with the world.”amanda jakubik, 25, trend forecaster,  from seattle, wash.

“l’m all about 
social media. 
being able to hear 
other peoples’ 
stories so easily—
even little tidbits of 
information about 
their lives—helps 
me understand all 
the different 
perspectives in our 
culture. It gives me 
much more of an 
open mind.”
natalie lin, 20,
editorial 
intern, from 
palo alto, calif.

“a few months ago, my 
friend asked me to 

volunteer at a homeless 
shelter with her—and 

ever since then, I’ve 
been dreaming of 

opening my own. I’m so 
inspired! I want to give 

clothing, food, and love 
to families who live in 

poverty. we’re all 
human, and we all 

deserve those things.”
rebecca heller, 34,

sales director, from 
los angeles, calif.

“natural-disaster 
relief is more and 
more important 
every day, because 
global warming is 
very real. we need 
to get better 
systems in place 
and make it easier 
for people to help 
others after 
disasters happen. 
we need to be 
prepared!”
jinyi roh, 32,
graphic 
designer,  
from seoul, 
south korea 

“animal rights are so 
important to me. I’ve 
been a vegan since I 

was 14 years old.  
don’t worry, I’m not 

going to tell you not to 
eat meat—do what 

you want!—but it’s my 
personal belief that all 

animals deserve  
fair treatment. They 

should not be  
handled cruelly. ”

molly greenway, 27,
television 

programmer, from 
orlando, fla.
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