
Fun, Fearless Confessions

Ever look at groups of 
people and wonder how 

they’re connected? Or what 
the heck they’re talking 

about? We do. To satisfy  our 
nosy streak, Cosmo will be 
crashing a different scene 
each month and getting to 

know the people there. 
For our first column, we 

snooped around Columbia 
University’s campus in 

Upper Manhattan. Come 
 get in on the action with us! 

From left:  
Yixin, 18 
Theresa, 18 
Alex, 19 

Morning-Coffee 
Meetup
The Location: A Starbucks off campus  
The Time: 11 a.m.

Cosmo: So, how’d you all meet?
Yixin: We met during freshman 
orientation, and now we hang. Our 
group of friends is very…diverse.
Cosmo: Details, please.
Yixin: Well, there are 12 of us, half 
girls, half boys, and basically, we’re 
just a very sexual group.
Theresa: I’ve made out with Alex.
Yixin: Me too.
Alex: Now I’m trying to get with 
Theresa’s brother. He’s in our year. 
Theresa: He’s too straight for you! 
He has also hooked up with Yixin….
Yixin: Oh my god, I wasn’t under the 
impression you knew about that! 
Cosmo: Secret’s out! Have you 
girls hooked up?
Theresa: No, but Yixin’s tried….
Cosmo: Does anyone get jealous of 
anyone else?
Yixin: No, because the hookups 
really don’t mean anything. It’s just 
fun. It’s all about new experiences. 

 Lunchtime 
Brainstorm
The Location: Hungarian Pastry Shop
The Time: 12:30 p.m.

Elizabeth: Dina and I are first-year 
graduate film students. We met 
three months ago. Now we’re really 
close friends, and we collaborate.  
Adam: I’m in the doctoral clinical 
psychology program. I just met these 
girls right now.
Cosmo: What’s the most stressful 
thing about grad  school?
Dina: Deadlines. 
Elizabeth: You can’t sit around and 
wait for inspiration. 
Adam: Having the confidence to say, 
“I’m supposed to be here.” It’s such a 
competitive environment.
Cosmo: What type of films do you 
guys want to make? 
Elizabeth: Good ones. 
Dina: We’ve heard so much shit 
coming out of the Middle East that I 
want to tell the human stories from 
that area. I’m originally Egyptian, 
and my boyfriend’s from there. But 
we’re all people. We all fall in love.  

Campus 
Errands
The Location: Columbia’s main quad 
The Time: 3 p.m.

Cheyenne: Michael and I live on the 
same floor in our dorm, so I see him a 
lot in the kitchen and common room 
and we say hey. But this is our first 
time hanging out outside the dorm.
Cosmo: What are you up to?
Michael: We ran into each other as 
we were getting new ID cards. I was 
annoyed at first because it’s a pain….
Cheyenne: But then we saw each 
other and said, “Want to actually 
hang out?” So we got bubble teas and 
are just wandering around campus 
doing random errands. 
Cosmo: Seems like the making 
of a fun relationship.
Cheyenne: Yep! But it’s platonic. I 
have a girlfriend in Denmark. We 
were friends first, but then I realized 
I was in love with her, so I wrote her a 
10-page  letter that I ended with “Do 
you like me too—yes or no?” She 
called me and said yes!

Post-Exam Feast
The Location: Kitchenette Uptown, 
a diner off campus
The Time: 3:45 p.m.

Hannah: We’re second-year law 
students, and we just finished an 
exam. It was so intense. We came 
here to get some food and unwind.
Cosmo: How’d you guys meet? 
Julia: We were in the same small 
study group during our freshman 
year, and we bonded there.
Hannah: The funny thing is that on 
that first day we met, Sam was the 
nicest one. I thought Nicholas was 
really annoying.
Sam: What she’s trying to say is that 
some people think that I’m mean.
Nicholas: Sam’s not a big talker, so 
she can come off as not super nice. 
But I know she’s nice.
Cosmo: Sam and Nicholas, are we 
sensing some feelings between 
you two? 
Nicholas: Yeah….
Sam: [Silence.]
[Everyone bursts out laughing.]

Friday Night 
Wind-Down
The Location: The steps of 
 Columbia’s main library
The Time: 5 p.m. 

Alexandra: We’re all first-year 
dental students, and now we’re 
working on plastic teeth. We don’t 
start practicing on real people till our 
third year. 
Derek: It would not go so well now. 
Cosmo: Do dentists like to date 
each other?
Derek: We’re more like siblings. 
Christa: There are only 75 people in 
our class, so you know way too much 
about everyone…but I see why den-
tists and doctors end up together. We 
understand each other’s schedules.
Derek: Yeah, even now it’s intense. 
Christa: I have friends who didn’t go 
to grad school, who are working and 
dating, and they resent you for not 
being able to go out with them.
Alexandra: You’re sitting in the 
library, thinking about how they’re 
ripping shots as you’re studying. 
Bianca: Well, we are planning a 
sake-bomb night on Friday. 
Alexandra: Last time we did that, it 
was bad. Derek gave his iPhone to the 
cab driver as a tip by accident.

Clockwise from left:  
Adam, 28 
Elizabeth, 26 
Dina, 27

From left:
Cheyenne, 19 
Michael, 21

From left:  
Christa, 23 
Alexandra, 23 
Bianca, 22 
Emily, 20 
Derek, 24

Clockwise from left: 
Sam, 24 
Hannah, 23 
Julia, 26 
Nicholas, 26
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